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Introduction

"Because time itself is like a spiral, something special happens on your birthday each year: The same energy
that God invested in you at birth is present once again."
-- Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson
Many people are familiar with their own astrological sign because Sun sign astrology is popular in today's culture.
Taking this one step further extends the understanding of astrology from the Sun sign to other planets and aspects of
astrology that interplay at the moment of birth. A chart is produced that astrologers can interpret. What you may not
know is that astrologers can also calculate a chart for each of your birthdays, and these charts can predict the
patterns that you might experience in the forthcoming year. This is because each year the Sun does a full revolution
of the zodiac. Therefore each year the Sun returns to the exact position of your birth chart Sun. Wherever you are in
the world we can calculate this birthday chart. This chart is called a Solar Return; hence the saying "many happy
returns". This chart represents the opportunities and challenges of the forthcoming year. It should also be read in
conjunction with your birth chart to fully understand the lessons and opportunities available to you in any given year.
When using these Solar Return interpretations, please bear in mind that, inevitably, every chart will contain some
contradictory influences. As a result certain interpretations of different items in the same chart may seem difficult to
reconcile. However, this may still be an accurate reflection of your chart, as it is likely that you do experience
conflicting desires, events and circumstances in your life. Usually an astrologer will synthesise these apparent
contradictions in order to present a cohesive and meaningful interpretation of the dilemmas of the chart.
Please also be aware of the fact that each person possesses both positive and negative influences in the chart, and
therefore in their lives. The challenge is to accept and overcome the negative influences, so that we can successfully
focus on manifesting the positive traits or qualities. This report outlines both influences, and therefore helps us to rise
to the challenges during any given year. Any advice given is meant to be an aid the individual in taking responsibility
for his or her own life. Ultimately the decision rests with each individual.
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THIS YEAR'S MAJOR THEME

“And in the end, it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your years.”
-- Abraham Lincoln, US 16th President
The Ascendant
The Ascendant indicates your primary focus of the year. It shows your main direction and how you are likely
to go about achieving your goals. The Ascendant indicates whether you are more likely to be self-motivated,
or whether you are more likely to rely on other people during this year.
The Ascendant is in Pisces
Your birthday chart Ascendant is in a feminine Water sign indicating that this year during which you are more
introspective. Traits such as gentleness, kindness and patience are of more value to you this year. As a result you are
more likely to be concerned about your private life, turning your focus to matters of the home and hearth, rather than
professional ambitions. In astrological terms the three Water signs are considered fertile. Therefore you may be
considering whether or not to bear to a child, or perhaps to give birth to a new project. Nevertheless if you do seek
a new project or professional advancement then you are more likely to cooperate in a team, rather than step
forward as a leader. Your creative process is also likely to be a gradual process as you give birth to ideas, reflecting
on different options, and letting these ideas gently transform into actuality. Even if this is not your usual modus
operandi, this year you are content to go slow and perhaps even take a back seat. You may be more focussed on
the needs of others rather than yourself. Emotions may run high during the course of this year depending on other
aspects of your astrology. Your journey is to learn to follow your intuition, taking into consideration other people's
views, but not submerging your own desires too severely. If you focus too much on other people's approval then
you could lose your way. You are better advised to be thoughtful and caring, but also to value your own feelings and
needs.
The sensitive sign of Pisces is nudging you into areas that draw on the compassionate and caring side of your nature.
This year you may discover your true calling in life, as you reflect on spiritual riches, rather than material ones. At
times you may feel overwhelmed by practicalities such as household chores and personal finances. This is because
your journey is currently focussed on spiritual matters, not mundane ones. You need to make sure that you eat and
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sleep well, and deal with the basic requirements of life, but this is your year to contemplate otherworldly matters.
You may even be required to focus on someone else's needs, sacrificing your own at some stage during this year's
journey. Love is the key. You may have to adapt, but you are likely to learn much about yourself and your loved
ones in the process. You learn a lot about love. You may find solace in Chapter 13 of the book of Corinthians in the
Christian Bible, which starts, “love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or
rude,” and continues to talk about love's qualities.
The Sun
The Sun is very important when interpreting a Solar Return chart given that the chart is based on the Sun. It
indicates the major theme of the year depicting the area in which you would really like to shine. Parts of
your life that have been seemingly unimportant in previous years can become very important once the Sun
shines its light in a particular house of a Solar Return chart.
The Sun is in the 4th House
This year the Sun is in the fourth house of your Solar Return chart indicating that your home and family are the major
themes. Families come in many shapes and sizes. Your family is not necessarily confined to blood relatives. In fact
this year you are being challenged to recognize who are your true loved ones, those relatives, friends or associates
who are truly close to your heart, part of your family. You are also likely to reassess your home base. Where do
you belong? Is this the neighbourhood, town, city, country for you? You are likely to seek changes in your home
environment. You are keen to make your home more suited to your current lifestyle. If you live on your own then
you are likely to spend more time at home, either because you seek solitude or because circumstances have
changed. You may even enjoy working more from home. As a result you are likely to make changes to your house,
or perhaps move to a more suitable abode. A new neighbourhood or style of living may beckon. It is also possible
that you consider sharing your house with someone else, however, comfort will be the foremost consideration for
you this year. If you have a family then it is possible that your family circumstances may change. Perhaps you need
to make room for an extra member of the family, a visitor, boarder or new baby. On the other hand perhaps your
family needs have changed. This could be as a result of young children growing up and needing more space, or
young adults leaving home. Whatever your circumstances you need to focus on your own, or your family's changing
needs and renovate or move house in order to accommodate these changes.
So celebrate your birthday in style with your loved ones. Create a sense of warmth and intimacy inviting guests to
share in a feast in your own home. Set the scene for the year to come. It is your year to discover a true sense of
belonging.
6th House Cusp is in Leo
The Sun also shines its rays on a different area of your annual chart when taking into account rulerships, a system
used by astrologers to link planets and signs. In your case your annual Sun is ruling the sixth house of your chart
indicating that you are also focussed on matters to do with work schedules, health and lifestyle. One of the additional
themes of your year is leading a balanced lifestyle. You are focussed on job satisfaction, responsibilities for
household chores, improving your health and fitness levels and how the work calendar bears up against the social
calendar. Recent changes may have prompted you to reassess where your priorities lies, and perhaps make some
adjustments in your everyday life.
The Sun is Trine The Moon
One way or another, this is a memorable year. One chapter of your life is closing and the next is about to begin. You
may find the changes disconcerting, or downright troubling. However, you can be reassured that when you look
back on this year in the future then you will be able to view the changes in a more positive light. Right now your
feelings are more intense, and are threatening your peace and happiness. This is because you are being urged to
move out of your comfort zone so that you can accept new challenges. The area of your life most affected by this
are depicted in other areas of your birthday chart, however; you can be sure that your home and family are likely to
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be involved, whether you want them to be or not. This is the year in which you need to face some emotional truths
and make changes that enhance your health and happiness. In some cases your health may suffer if you don't make
the necessary adjustments. It is important that you let go of unnecessary emotional burdens, particularly hurtful
memories, abusive relationships and unhealthy habits. This is your year for a healthy makeover on an emotional and
physical level. If you don't address the people and the circumstances that are upsetting you, or holding you back
then you may miss chances to welcome new and exciting lifestyle changes. You may feel overburdened and
depressed rather than safe and happy. Don't let your emotions rule your actions or thoughts. Understand that you
are changing and that this can be a little unnerving. Eventually it can also be liberating. Right now it is important that
you listen to your own heart, use your thoughts positively and build your strength. In some ways you may feel like
you are under siege. If this is the case then prepare yourself as you would for battle. Make sure that you are as
healthy as you can be, fortify your emotions with positive self-talk, and focus on your own values and beliefs to help
you win the revolution. You are then likely to become more eager to embrace your new lifestyle and you start to
recognize friends and foes. You see your life in a different light. Those who you thought were friendly may not be as
supportive as you thought. You may find that some of your associates are subconsciously trying to hold you back.
The changes that you are undergoing may threaten your loved ones, or spark jealousy. Others may simply love you
to the best of their ability, not recognizing their own need to see you in a certain light. You may feel let down by your
loved ones, held back and unsupported, however; you can find the emotional strength to rely on your own
resources. It is up to you to become the leading man or lady in the story that is your life. As you move forward you
discover renewed vitality, a sense of carrying a lighter load and a wondrous feeling that a whole new episode of your
life is about to start with a clean slate.
The Sun is Square Jupiter
The beneficial planet Jupiter is shining its powerful rays on you indicating that you can enjoy a year of growth and
success. Good fortune is with you. More than ever you are able to see your own life in terms of the big picture, as if
you were observing a fortunate character in a paperback novel, an epic film or a theatrical production. You are able
to be the leading man or lady in your own life story, and to enjoy the journey. However, you may come across these
discoveries are a period of soul-searching. You are not handed your good fortune on a silver platter. Rather you
have to seek nuggets of wisdom as you journey through this year. At times you are likely to feel like a super hero,
able to “leap tall buildings in a single bound”. You are optimistic, gladly trying out new activities and ventures. You
may even journey to a different location in order to gain experience in a certain field, or to learn more about yourself.
Despite some setbacks, you are generally lucky as others notice your natural enthusiasm and willingly lend a helping
hand. In fact you may receive rewards from people in high places. This is one of those years when doors open
almost as soon as you state your request. It is almost as if you have your own personal genie in the sky, granting
your wishes. If you are young then you may attract some benefactors this year, those who wish to see you do well in
life and are willing to go out of their way to offer a lending hand. In fact this ability to be a magnet for a beneficial
mentor, teacher, or benefactor can occur this year no matter how young or old you are. You are popular,
happy-go-lucky, free to explore new options and able to take great strides towards your goals. However there are
some pitfalls along your life path and you need to be wary so that you can make the most of the good fortune that
comes your way. You don't want to squander opportunities. For one, you need only beware of expecting too much,
and becoming greedy. An unassuming eagerness for advancement and adventure is one thing, self-importance is
quite another. An attitude of gratitude goes a long way to helping you on your journey. If your ego is starting to
become over-inflated think of this quote from the famous Walt Whitman, “henceforth I ask not good fortune. I
myself am good fortune.” In other words start to spread good fortune for others, rather than seek it for yourself.
This is also your year to become a benefactor, teacher or mentor.
The Sun is Square Saturn
The planet of hard work is shadowing you this year. This means that one of the main themes of the year is hard
work. Inventor Thomas Edison once said, “The three great essentials to achieve anything worthwhile are,
first, hard work; second, stick-to-itiveness; third, common sense.” This is your year to develop all three of these
traits, although you may have to struggle through a few obstacles. Patience is required as this is a year in which you
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can systematically work to achieve your ambitions, if you stick to your work and use your common sense. You need
to be sensible and pace yourself, as you are unlikely to have a lot of spare time in which to relax and play. Your
recreation time is likely to be sparse, so use it wisely. A few days planned here and there may be more beneficial
than a long vacation that detracts from your work. Other aspects of your astrology chart will tell you what area of
your life is most likely to be demanding your concentrated efforts right now, however; no matter what area is
highlighted you need to apply yourself with diligence in any area that provides structure new skill or knowledge, or
gradually build up new avenues when the old ones cease to work. You may also be required to tighten the purse
strings, work within a budget, or direct your funds to renovating your home or restructuring your business. It is time
to pay attention to the structures that uphold your life whether these are the buildings, your finances, partnerships or
investments. Right now you are working hard as an investment in your future happiness.
The Sun is Square Uranus
When the Sun and the planet Uranus are influencing each other in your birthday chart then you can be sure that they
are also appearing in other forms of your yearly astrology events. This emphasizes the affect, and some would say
the lesson, that the unconventional Uranus has on your life right now. Quite simply the message is: “expect the
unexpected”. This is a strange and erratic year during which anything goes, and you are well advised to go with the
flow. Everything is likely to be a little topsy-turvy. If you are the type of person who usually races to get on the
newest and most frightening rides at the fairground, then you are likely to have the time of your life this year.
However, other mere mortals are likely to feel a little fretful and out-of-kilter as the year progresses. Right now you
may be a little nervy. Sudden events can catapult you into an entirely different life; one that you hadn't even
suspected would be around the corner. An eccentric benefactor may unexpectedly appear and offer you a range of
exciting new possibilities. If you have heard of the saying, “careful what you wish for”, then it is a little too late
because wishes that you have made in the past may suddenly come true. On the positive side of the ledger you may
be delighted and surprised as you attract a new and exciting lover, a financial windfall or an unexpected pregnancy.
So don't panic. Try to see your life as an exciting adventure and be thankful. By the end of the year you may be able
to make sense of the changes that have occurred in your life, and the newfound freedom that these have brought
with them. This is your opportunity to break out of any old restricting habits, to express your unique talents and to
shine as your true self.
The Sun is Trine Neptune
When the Sun and the planet Neptune are influencing each other in your birthday chart then you can be sure that
they are also appearing in other forms of your yearly astrology events. This emphasizes the affect, and some would
say the lesson, that the dreamy Neptune has on your life right now. Quite simply the message is: “it is time to follow
your dreams”. You are seeking more magic in your life, whether this is through a romantic liaison, artistic inspiration,
spiritual enlightenment or remote and beautiful holiday. If you are already a dreamy type of person, then you are
likely to be even more soft and creative this year. You need to make sure that your sensitivities and fears don't hold
you back. If you are usually more ambitious, practical and analytical then you are likely to notice the softening effect
of this mystical planet. At first you may feel a little lost, lacking your usual clarity. If you continue to push then you
may become tired and unwell. Illness may force you to slow down and contemplate. It is important to note that this
planet can have a powerful camouflaging affect and that all personality types are well advised to avoid drugs,
alcohol, religious sects and unscrupulous business deals. This is not an auspicious time to be making sound financial
decisions. You are better advised to follow your dreams in a way that does not burn bridges. Let yourself fall in love
by all means, enjoy the romance and the sweetness, but don't make a commitment until you have passed through this
phase. Explore spiritual practices, delight in your newfound metaphysical discoveries but maintain your commitment
to yourself, family and finances until you have integrated your lessons into daily life. Likewise you may use this time
to explore your artistic talents, seeking beauty in the arts, but now may not be the time to give up your day job. As
your dreams unfold you can gradually integrate the lessons in a useful manner. The idea is to slow down,
contemplate and incorporate your imaginings into your life. There is no need to fear the changes that are occurring in
your sense of self. Perhaps you need to spend some time in a cocoon, but you can be assured that you are like a
butterfly emerging from a chrysalis. Ultimately this is an enchanting process. Take your time and don't force the
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process. Someone once said, “the greatest treasures are those invisible to the eye but found by the heart.”
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THIS YEAR'S PERSONAL MATTERS

"The greatest comfort of my old age, and that which gives me the highest satisfaction, is the pleasing
remembrance of the many benefits and friendly offices I have done to others."
-- Marcus Cato Roman Statesman
The Moon
The Moon is also an important indicator in a Solar Return chart. Generally speaking the Moon shows which
areas of your life are likely to undergo change during the year. More specifically the Moon shows your
personal needs. Your individual needs and urges are likely to trigger changes in your life during the course
of the year.
The Moon is in the 8th House
The material world is likely to take a back step this year, while you focus on the more subtle aspects of life. This
could be a very subtle and private process in which you become aware of the undercurrents of life, or events may
occur that catapult you into a search for meaning. Either way logic is not likely to be a strong point. Rather you are
aware of hidden agendas. Many aspects of the way that people communicate and act are hidden. Subtle emotional
undercurrents seem to shimmer and then disappear like imagined oases in the deserts. Sometimes these emotional
undercurrents are joyous and sometimes confusing and sad. It is true of all humans and relations. There are facts and
then there are emotions. Facts and logic rarely apply to humans and this is particularly true when it comes to men
and woman and sexuality. Authors have made millions based on the fact that women come from Venus and men
from Mars. Humans, and our relationships, are complex indeed. This is your year to take steps towards gaining
greater understanding of these undercurrents. You may become involved in a metaphysical movement or course of
studies, or perhaps read many self-help books. On the other hand you may start a new business, or a new
relationship that challenges you to see your life in a different light. Dreams, coincidences and people from the past
may turn up like signposts on life's journey. Whatever course your life takes, you feel that destiny is playing its hand.
You are likely to gain a greater depth of understanding of society in general, loved ones and your own psychological
motivations. As a result of your newfound insights you now have the chance to make changes in your own life. You
have the opportunity to see manipulative behaviour for what it is and sidestep other people's expectations and follow
your own dreams. You probably shouldn't expect others to have the same insights as you, or even to listen to you,
but you can learn to trust your own instincts and follow your intuition.
The Moon is in Scorpio
The element of Water indicates that this is a rich emotional year for you. This is the ideal time to reach out to loved
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ones, share their trials and tribulations and reveal your own true feelings. It is a privilege to share the pains and joys
of the lives of loved ones, even if at times you feel a little overwhelmed. This is a time to go with the flow in personal
matters. Let your imagination flow. Your sensitivity and warmth are key factors right now.
When your Moon is in the sign of Scorpio this is an indication that your feelings are not only more sensitive, but they
are also more intense. Something or someone is triggering powerful emotions. It is likely that someone close to your
heart is challenging you at a deep emotional level. A woman is likely to be at the bottom of things, either directly or
indirectly. It is time to be honest about your true feelings even if this means moving out of your comfort zone. During
the course of the year you are likely to face some deep-seated fears with a view to letting go of the past and moving
forward with more emotional integrity. It is time to expose the darker feelings that you have harboured, and any bad
personal habits that may have taken root in your private life. If they exist then vices such as jealousy, possessiveness,
lust, laziness, or greed can be exposed. Right now you need to assess your own feelings and your loved ones in the
light of the truth. Do you need to change your ways, or do you need to walk away? There is no point keeping any
secrets from your loved ones because they are exposed. Likewise your loved ones' secrets are likely to be exposed.
You may need a little extra support this year and could seek the wise counsel of trusted professionals, colleagues
and associates rather than trying to resolve everything on your own. If something or someone has hurt you, or
abandoned you and you are in emotional pain then trust that the healing process is taking place. This is not a
light-hearted year, but it can be a profound one. It is a year of significant emotional change, the birth of a new stage
in your private life. Other aspects of your personal astrology depict which areas these fears are likely to be rooted,
and which areas need to be changed. Once you have appraised your own feelings and made any necessary
adjustments in your personal life, then you are likely to be a powerful ally for your loved ones. You can trust your
intuition. Your perceptions are accurate. You may take on the role of counsellor and healer.
Venus
The planet Venus sheds light on the personal areas of love and finance in the forthcoming year. This planet
of love tells you whether or not personal relationships are likely to be prominent during the year. If you are
single then are you likely to attract a significant relationship? If you are married is this a year of romance
and fun, or perhaps one in which you tackle a few changes.
Venus is in the 5th House
The planet of love is residing in the astrological house of pleasure emphasizing that love is a hot topic this year.
Romance is a key feature of your life, whether this is because you are love struck, witness someone else's tender
liaison, or write a romance novel. If you are already in a serious relationship, then you may marry this year. If you
are already married, then you may experience a renewed sense of love and pleasure. It is also possible that a close
friend or family member has fallen in love, and you enjoy observing their happiness. If you are single then the most
likely scenario is that you meet someone, fall in love and enjoy a courtship period. This may lead to a commitment,
but this depends on other aspects of your annual chart. Right now you are content to enjoy the experience of being
in love, the pleasure of your lover's company and the renewed sense of meaning this attachment brings to your life.
Of course, you may enjoy formalizing your love with a betrothal or wedding ceremony. If so, then you are likely to
take great pleasure in each stage of the relationship, from the courtship, through to the ceremony and honeymoon
and eventually to living together. Your passions are aroused this year. If you are not smitten with a lover, you are
likely to be infatuated with a project or perhaps a child. If you are a parent, then this is an ideal year to enjoy the
company of your offspring. If you are involved in an artistic field, then a particularly appealing project may be on
offer, or the creative juices flow, or someone offers you a gift that enables you to pursue your art with greater
abandon. Perhaps you meet your muse. Make the most of the gifts that come your way because this is your year to
pursue pleasure in a form that most appeals to you.
Venus is in Leo
The planet of love is in a Fire sign this year indicating that you are more adventurous in love and money matters this
year. Generally speaking you are more willing to take risks when it comes to love and money. You are likely to
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venture outside of your usual social circle. Even if you usually enjoy security, you are prepared to venture out of
your comfort zone seeking companionship, and perhaps even social influence. If you are single and looking for a
lover, then you are likely to be attracted to outgoing, artistic or adventurous types. If you are attached, then your
partnership is likely to feature more prominently in your life this year. You may be tempted to “show-off” your
beloved a little more, or to pursue more social activities with your partner. You may even enjoy more creative
pursuits, or a little social climbing and pomp and circumstance. This can be a fun time during which you enjoy the
company of other people no matter what your social circumstances.
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THIS YEAR'S CHALLENGES

"If we could be twice young and twice old we could correct all our mistakes."
-- Euripides Ancient Greek Playwright
Mars
The planet Mars tells you about your assertion and drive for the year. It depicts what motivates you in the
current year, and what desires drive you most powerfully. Are you ambitious for professional power, or do
you desire a meaningful relationship? Are you likely to be highly motivated, or perhaps ready to sit back and
cruise for a while? These are the types of questions answered by the qualities of the planet Mars in your
birthday chart.
Mars is in the 6th House
The focus is on your everyday life and hard work. If you were hoping for a calm schedule then it is unlikely to
happen, unless you are unwell in which case you are likely to be frustrated by your inability to be active. Your health
may a challenge, but this is most likely to be a cause of suppressed anger. If you feel that co-workers or perhaps
employers have treated you unfairly, then you need to take up kickboxing, boxing, or another vigorous sport to
provide a positive outlet for your aggression. It is time to get your metabolism kick started. Healthy diets and
exercise are of great benefit this year. Mostly though you are focussed on your work schedule, whether this is
housework, paid employment or your own business. A project is likely to be demanding long hours, concentrated
effort and rigorous planning. If a co-worker demands co-operation in a field that does not interest you, then you are
likely to change your own plans. As a result the process of changing employment, and applying for and setting up
your new employment opportunities is also demanding. This is not a quiet year on the work front. If you are working
closely with others, then you need your powers of diplomacy, because disputes are possible. This is because you
are single-minded about your work projects, and would prefer to be working independently this year. Right now
your attitude is, give me a job and I will do it and do it properly. You are happy to work in co-operation with others
if they respect your opinions, and input, but anything less triggers resentment. If you have been meek in the past,
then this year see the mouse become the lion. Your co-workers may be a little surprised to hear you roar. As you
stand up for yourself, and demand changes in your daily environment, you may discover that you are happy to walk
away from certain situations if they don't improve, and put your hard work and effort into something more satisfying.
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Uranus
The planet Uranus is one of disclosure. It reveals the areas that you need to change during the course of
your birthday year. If you are the type of person who anticipates and embraces new experiences then you
are likely to delight in the challenges, and instigate a few of your own in the area highlighted by this
unpredictable planet. If you tend to prevaricate, preferring the comfort on known situations, then you are
likely to be in for a few surprises. This erratic planet does not recognise safety and security. Its task is to
help you to grow beyond your limitations. You can either accept or resist the challenge and see what
happens as a result.
Uranus is in the 1st House
It is time to disclose your true nature. If you have been hiding your light under a bushel, taking a back seat to
someone near and dear or acting in any way that is not authentic then this is your year to break free. If you are a
strong individual then you may already be living an authentic life, true to yourself and your ideology. Therefore you
may undergo a series of seemingly minor adjustments such as changing your physical appearance by working out at
a gym, changing your diet, hair colour or fashion style. You may feel that it is time to freshen up your image, rather
than make major life changes. On the other hand you may want to make a bigger statement by changing your job,
moving to a location that more truly reflects the lifestyle that you crave, or by starting a study course that really lights
your fire. You may experience a blinding flash of clarify about what it is that you crave to change in your life this
year, or you may feel an inner itchiness, a restlessness that is pervasive. Try to trace the source of this restlessness,
even if it means taking some time out to discover this source. You may also consider living on your own for a period
of time in order to truly discover your true nature. As part of your self-exploration you could try a series of new
activities so that you can explore different options and see what appeals. You may also meet someone new and
exciting, who reflects the changes that you would like to make. For instance if you are a responsible and staid
individual then you may meet someone who takes risks, and lives a creative and free lifestyle. This person is like a
beacon showing you the traits that you need to take on this year. This is your opportunity to break free of any
restrictions. If you have always listened to other people rather than to your own inner truth, then you are now free to
follow your own heart. You may surprise yourself once you start to break the bonds of your own and other people's
expectations of who you should be, and how you should act. As you become more authentic you are also likely to
be astounded by the changes that you instigate, and the chain reaction that reverberates in all other areas of your life.
This is an exciting and liberating time.
Pluto
Peace can be deceptive. True peace comes when life is balanced, when you are living true to yourself and
are sincerely happy with your life choices. You respect other people and assert your own needs and wishes,
and live your life with integrity. Sometimes it appears that your life is peaceful, but you are really just
sweeping things under the proverbial carpet, keeping the peace by swallowing your own needs or biding
your time until events or people force you to make the necessary changes. You can be assured that the
powerful planet Pluto will shine a bright light in one or more areas of your birthday chart and you will see
your own process very clearly. If you are living your life true to yourself then you are likely to reap benefits
from this planet of transformation. However, if you have been dodging the truth then events or people are
likely to change.
Pluto is in the 10th House
Prepare for your date with destiny. The powerful planet Pluto is influencing your life direction - marital status, career,
parental influences and standing in the community. The time has come for you to reassess your influence in society,
the role that you play as an authority in your field, your career satisfaction and your marital status. As a result of your
soul-searching you are then challenged to make changes. If you are satisfied with your current career choice, then
you may choose to stay in the same profession and seek more responsibility. If you are dissatisfied then you are
likely to seek a new career path. If you are single then you may marry, depending on other influences in your
astrology chart. You may become a parent, which changes the course of your life.
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Matters of power are also likely to be prominent right now in your profession. What does this mean? One dictionary
describes “power” as, “the ability or official capacity to exercise control; authority - a person, group, or
nation having great influence or control over others - forcefulness; effectiveness.” In other words make sure
that you co-operate with anyone in a position of authority. This is not the year to go head to head with your boss.
You are better advised to work to the best of your ability and co-operate.
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THIS YEAR'S LESSONS

"Our birthdays are feathers in the broad wing of time."
-- Jean Paul Richter German Writer
Mercury
The planet Mercury helps you plan your year ahead. The Messenger of the Gods in a Solar Return chart
indicates whether or not you are encouraged to forge ahead with your plans, or perhaps better advised to
wait another year before moving ahead. This is particularly true for any area of your life connected with
communications, study, business and transport.
Mercury is in the 4th House
More than ever you recognize that it is time for changes to occur in your home life. This is not so much an emotional
acknowledgment, but rather recognition that the time is right to alter the structure of your household. If you are
young then this could indicate that it is time to leave the family nest, to make your own way in the world. For a
mature adult this could involve moving from a crowded shared household to living on your own, or more likely from
a quiet family unit to a busy one. In such a year you could also experience family members coming and going, babies
born or older children leaving home. It is unlikely to be a year of major renovations or such changes to your house,
but if you house is untidy or run-down then right now you are motivated to call tradesmen and spruce it up.
However the focus is on domesticity and what it means to you. As a result it is more likely that you experience a
change in the nature of your household, rather than a major redecoration or renovation scheme. You could have
new neighbours, or perhaps move home to a different location, but once again the focus is on your living conditions
rather than the structure of your house. It is time for you to learn the importance of the role of family and foundations
in your life. If work and home are out of kilter, then you may need to juggle your commitments while you reconsider
your priorities. You are ready to freshen up your home life, to listen and learn from family members. You may
entertain relatives and friends in your own home, adapt your work schedule so that you can spend more time at
home, or work from home. Your interactions with extended family members may also alter during the course of
year, and you may be the recipient of invitations to special events within your family. Good news such as a betrothal,
birth of a child, or career promotion may spark family celebrations.
Mercury is in Gemini
The ideas are flowing fast this year with your annual Mercury in a social Air sign. Gatherings of all kinds are likely to
provide plenty of stimulation this year. You may take a real interest in other people's news, learning much about your
friends, family, colleagues and also the world at large. While the creative ideas flow, you may have difficulty
concentrating on one task at a time. Your challenge is to avoid being distracted by social events, and people who
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just love to chat. Of course if you are happy to socialize, network and achieve very little else intellectually this year
then you can cheerfully do so. However, if other aspects of your life demand results then you need to make sure that
you apply yourself to the tasks at hand. If you have given your word then you need to follow through with action.
Otherwise your reputation may suffer as others become weary of broken promises. Don't try to talk your way out of
trouble, or lash out with a sharp tongue. Ask for help and delegate where possible. This year you can enjoy
improved communications in most areas of your life, and may even delight in the stimulation of juggling many
activities. You are mentally sharp and inventive. As a result creative projects and business decisions may come
easily to you.
Mercury is Opposite The Midheaven
Mercury, the planet of communication, is prominent in your annual chart shining a light on your foundations. More
than ever you recognize that it is time for changes to occur in your home or family life. This is not so much an
emotional acknowledgment, but rather recognition that the time is right to alter the structure of your household. It is
time for you to learn the importance of the role of family and foundations in your life. If work and home are out of
kilter, then you may need to juggle your commitments while you reconsider your priorities. You are ready to freshen
up your home life, to listen and learn from family members. You may entertain relatives and friends in your own
home, adapt your work schedule so that you can spend more time at home, or work from home. Your interactions
with extended family members may also alter during the course of year, and you may be the recipient of invitations
to special events within your family. Good news such as a betrothal, birth of a child, or career promotion may spark
family celebrations.
Jupiter
The planet Jupiter tells you about the opportunities and benefits that arise during the course of the year.
Good news, new prospects and a sense of well being are associated with this beneficial planet.
Jupiter is in the 1st House
This is your opportunity to grow and learn, to spread your wings and fly. You have a larger than life presence this
year and can do this in just about any area that you choose, although your annual chart may give some indications of
where your best options lie. Nevertheless if you have always wanted to study, teach, travel, write, or play sports,
then now you can set your plans in motion. You have plenty of initiative, and doors are likely to open as you start
your campaign to improve your life. As you get increasingly enthusiastic, others appreciate your gusto and can't
resist becoming involved to help you achieve your goals. Mostly though you are happy to make your own luck,
aware that this is your year to make hay while the sun is shining. You may be in for a bit of a wild ride this year as
your plans take on a life of their own, but you are ready. Freedom is a heady experience, and you may need to
temper some of your plans or actions with a little moderation. Nevertheless you feel like you have a new lease on
life, and can make the most of the opportunities that come your way.
Saturn
Timing is an important aspect of life. People often comment on being in the right place at the right time. The
planet Saturn can support us when it comes to timing. Is the time right to take up a new venture, or would
we be better advised to shoulder our current responsibilities for a little longer? These are the types of
questions that the nature of the planet Saturn can reveal when reading a Solar Return chart.
Saturn is in the 7th House
Verbal and written contracts are likely to go through a testing time from now until your next birthday. This means
that any significant agreement that you have with another person is likely to come under scrutiny. In particular
marriage and business associates are highlighted. If you have had a long term agreement, you now query whether it
has withstood the test of time, and whether or not you are still happy with the terms of the agreement. It is possible
that a change in your partner's expectations or plans have triggered this reassessment. Sometimes this placement of
the serious planet Saturn can indicate that your marriage or business partner has had a serious change of heart and
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has put a new proposal on the table. For instance your business partner may want to go his or her separate way, or
a spouse might propose a lifestyle change. As a result you now need to reassess your own commitment, change the
course of your partnership, and perhaps negotiate new terms. In some cases this can lead to a separation, or
divorce, as you reach your own limits. This year you are not concerned with insignificant contracts such as a
contract to buy a car, or terms of a personal loan. The focus is fairly and squarely on bonds that affect the course of
your life, such as marriage and business partnerships. Anything or anyone important is highlighted. Even if you are
not making major decisions right now, it is important that you turn your attention to the fine print, particularly in
business agreements. For instance if you entered a business partnership on a handshake with no formal contract, so
now you need to get the details and the paperwork organized. If you fell in love and moved in with your partner now
you can formalize your union. On the other hand if you are not married then you are likely to seriously consider your
status. You may come to the conclusion that you are happy in your life as a single person, or you may begin an
earnest search for a life partner. This can be a testing time in your partnerships, but it can also be a sacred time, in
which you honour your own beliefs and your covenants with those closely bound to your life.
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THIS YEAR'S JOURNEY

"Sow a thought, and you reap an act;/ Sow an act, and you reap a habit;/ Sow a habit, and you reap a
character;/ Sow a character, and you reap a destiny."
-- Charles Reader Modern Author
Neptune
The planet Neptune represents all that is ethereal in our world, and challenges us to develop qualities such
as faith, hope and love even in the face of adversity. Under the influence of Neptune we can soar to great
inspirational heights, however; if we are not careful then we can also sink into despair and disillusionment.
The test is to look beyond the superficial and find meaning in our lives. The planet Neptune in our annual
chart can indicate where to look.
Neptune is in the 12th House
It is time to surrender your spirit so that it might be renewed. This could mean finding time on a daily basis to
meditate, listen to inspirational music or enjoy an uplifting film, or it could mean going on a spiritual retreat, fishing
trip or writing your memoirs in a mountain cabin. It is important that you allow yourself moments of total immersion
in a creative or meditative pursuit. Sit in a darkened room and whistle a tune, or sit under a tree and say a prayer,
pick up your guitar and play. These are just some of the avenues open to you. You may simply want to get in your
car and spend a night in a remote and beautiful location. The key to this year is to find some way in which to escape
your daily responsibilities and tune out. There are several reasons why you need this time alone. The main one is that
other people are not to be trusted this year. This is not to say that they are evil, or deceitful, but rather that they don't
necessarily have your best interests at heart. Everyone has an agenda, and this year you are becoming more sensitive
to what is being left unsaid, rather than what words are being spoken. You are noticing body language and other
subtle signals. These revelations are likely to be disconcerting. You may feel disillusioned, wondering if you are on
the right path and if you are really seeing things clearly. You need to learn to trust your own intuition and insights, but
you also need a rest. You can share your insights with those closest to you, but be prepared for denial. Right now
you are extra sensitive, and other people are not necessarily so aware of the undercurrents. Another reason why you
need to escape the hum drum side of life is that this year you are likely to face a few ghosts from the past. Memories
and dreams seem to pervade your daytime thoughts distracting you from tasks at hand. It is time to lay some of
these ghosts to rest. You are being called to forgive, not forget, past hurts and mishaps so that you can move
forward. As you undergo this process you are likely to note that your capacity for compassion, love and
understanding deepen. If you are an artist then your work is likely to subtly change in inspirational ways. This is a
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very soulful year if you give yourself permission to listen to your urge to merge with the more uplifting elements of
this world.
The North Node
The Nodes highlight the areas of your year that are destined to occur no matter what you do. When you look
back on your life you can see moments when the coincidences just seemed too uncanny - a chance meeting,
a phone call out of the blue or an instant of being in the right place at the right time. The Nodes can give
hints of which areas of your life are attracting the Fates attention right now.
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Conclusion
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